REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. The Examiner has indicated that 
claims 1 and 6 would be in condition for allowance if amende d to overc ome the rejection 
under 35 USC 112. The Examiner has objected to the phrase ^h^frlikg!Lin claim 1. 
The phrase "rubber-like" has been deleted from claims 1 and 6. Fu^lierTcIaims 2 through 
5 have been cancelled. 

The Applicant believes that claims 1 and 6 are in condition for allowance. 
Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner enter the foregoing 
amendment to the claims and to issue a formal Notice of Allowance for claims 1 and 6. 
Should the Examiner care to discuss any of the foregoing in greater detail, the 
undersigned attorney would welcome a telephone call. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douglas J. Hura 

Patent Attorney Reg. No. 33249 

DJH/tar 
July 14, 2003 
Address of signer: 

DENTSPLY INTERNATIONAL INC. 
570 WEST COLLEGE AVENUE 
YORK, PA 17405-0872 
(717) 849-4466 



3 






PATENT 
F-MAIL 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



By "EXPRESS MAIL"- Label No. ER056963985US C %*>> 

Date of Mailing by EXPRESS MAIL July 14, 2003 

The Response and Amendment A for MID-38 CON was mailed by 
EXPRESS MAIL on July 14, 2003 



Physically delivered to the United States Post Office, York, 
Pennsylvania by: Tammy A. Roland 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with 
the United States postal Service "EXPRESS MAIL Post Office To 
Addressee" service, under 37 CFR 1.10, as modified by 68 Fed. Reg. 
14332 (March 25k 2003) on the date indicated above and is 
addressed to Mail Stop ; Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




DENTSPLY INTERNATIONAL INC. 
570 West College Avenue 
York, Pennsylvania 17405 




Title: Patent Secretary 



